I am most certain that most of you will not remember a very old science fiction film that was released in 1951 and revolves around an alien who lands in Washington DC and invokes the world leaders to reassess their perspective on how they are running their governments. Fast forward to 2020 and the title of that old movie resonates. Indeed the earth is essentially standing still as humankind is besieged by the novel coronavirus. At the time of this writing nearly all nations are on a virtual lockdown with the hope of containing and waiting out this treacherous contagion. Accordingly all coatings related events have been postponed or cancelled. In addition only businesses deemed "essential" can continue to operate as the rest of the world\'s enterprises tank into an economical abyss. Interestingly many coatings operations have continued operation as many of us provide products for essential products, manufacturing and infrastructure. In the US this includes the medical field, transportation, construction, communications, power distribution, law enforcement and cybersecurity among a few others.

Like many other industries, the coatings universe has adjusted quickly to this pandemic with support and innovative methods to continue to engage our people. Some chemical companies have shifted production from industrial products to hand sanitizers. Other companies have made huge donations of PPE (personal protective equipment), such as N95 masks, Tyvek™ suits and protective gloves. A few other companies have concentrated on the rapid development and implementation of decontamination devices to allow the reuse of PPE. A number of research groups are diligently working on new, and more effective anti-microbial and anti-viral coating technology.

Hopefully this pandemic will pass soon and we can see the sun rise upon a new dawn of health and understanding. In the meantime many of the event organizers, service providers and coatings industry associates have devise ways to get their message to you. Here are a few examples: The European Coatings Journal have established a Coatings Supplier Hub which they tell us brings you the latest industry knowledge On-line (<https://www.european-coatings.com/Events/European-Coatings-Suppliers-Hub>). NACE International has released a virtual coating inspector program, that had been in the works for over a year, but is more timely now (<https://nace.org/education/courses-by-program/coating-inspector-program/cip-1-blended>). RadTech has launched RadTech 2020 2.0, a series of weekly presentations by speakers from the RadTech 2020 conference. The speakers will give these presentations live and online using the Zoom platform. RadTech 2020 2.0, a series of weekly presentations by speakers from the RadTech 2020 conference. The speakers will give these presentations live and online using the Zoom platform (<https://www.radtech.org/intro-to-uv-eb/radtech-2020-2-0>). BYK-Gardner color, appearance and physical test solutions are now offering a "Color Your Process" series of on-line talks with their experts that will answer any questions and to discuss your color challenges. (<https://www.byk.com/en/press-events/seminars/byk-gardner-in-house-seminars.html>).

Even executive meetings have been rearranged because of the coronavirus. PPG plans for 2020 virtual annual meeting of shareholders. One thing is for sure is that even when this pandemic is controlled and eventually passes, our way of communicating and doing business will have changed. Old business practices of meeting in person, shaking hands, pats on the back and the routine gathering in groups will be challenged and probably curtailed due to fear of the next viral outbreak. My sincere hope is that humankind will join together in a common understanding and path forward to support our industry, but more importantly care for each other.
